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January first may
still be weeks
away, but the
Church Year fol-
lows its own
timetable, one
not determined
by nature or cal-
endars, but by
the rhythms of
*AOOOG
that reason, the
Church Year be-
gins with the
first Sunday of
Advent. The
word Advent

appy New
Year!
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Christmas,

which is the First
Advent. It is also
the time for an-
ticipation of the
Second Advent,
#EOEOOB6 O
phant return at
0888EO E
early for the

people of God
to begin cele-

1 | brating a new

year of life in
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the end of his-
tory. Thus, Ad-

i AAT O éA-Iventisaseason
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the season that
Christians pre-
pare for the birth

of Christ at
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of expectation
and preparation.

One of the chief
symbols by
which we mark
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the time of Ad-
vent is through
the symbolism of
the Advent
wreath. The cir-
cular wreath re-
minasti$oll Z
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mercy, which .
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ginning nor end.
The evergreen of
the wreath sym-
bolize the gift of
everlasting life.
The four Advent
candles stand for
the four centu-
ries of waiting
between the
\gr@ng of Mala-
chi, the last book
of the Old Testa-
ment, and the
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5

It4

\
g
L v

<

Volume 3, Issue 11

D Vv
December 2009

Special points of
interest:

Dec. 13: Sunday
school pageant

Dec. 20: Choir Can-
tata; Healing Service
7 p.m.

Dec. 24: 6 & 11 p.m.
Christmas Eve Ser-
vices

Dec. 25: Blessed
Christmas!
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Lectionary Readings

Open House CropWalk Update  Fellowship Hall

f ;unday, December 13 here were 25 O n January 10, we are
looking for people

From 2-4 p.m. :
walkers this to help rip up the floor in
year_ And with your Fellowship Hall so
h | Wendell Barton can come
€ p as sponsors, to install the new floor.

$2124.00 was raised! Also, between now and

E Sueh then the Fellowship hall
OPEN HOUSE will be painted.
Condolences Thank you

O ur sympathies and prayers I he family of Milton Streeter

to the friends and family of wishes to thank everyone for the
Douglas Johnson cards and prayers and for everything

9 OEAO xAO ATT A AO OEA
who passed away, & passing

November 3, 2009.



THE CHURCH HISTORIAN

}_{ OLIDAY RECIPES from the La-
dies of the congregational church
family cook book 1881; Bernardston,
Mass.

Indian Cake: One tumbler Indian meal,
one tumbler flour, one-half tumbler
sugar, little salt, one teaspoon soda, two
teaspoons cream tartar, milk enough to
moisten. Mrs. Brundage

Cheap Fruit Cake: One cup butter, one
cup sugar, one cup molasses, three cups

flour, four eggs (white and yolks
beaten separately), one-half teaspoon
soda. All kinds of spice, raisins and
citron. Hannah

Cranberry Pie (deep plate): 2 heaping
coffee cups of split cranberries; 1/2 cup
sugar; 2 table spoons full of flour, 1/2
cup water. Stir all together & fill the

crust.

Stewardship Message

Small Amounts of Small Morsels

| decided to take my younger cousin to breakfast one day. | bought her
whatever she wanted and she was happy. When the meal came, it was too
much for her, so | cut her food into smaller pieces for her to eat. After she
had tasted what was before her, | asked if | could have a taste. She happily
agreed and proceeded to give me the smallest morsels off the edge of the
knife that | used to cut the food that | purchased for her.

We are often guilty of treating God the same way. God prepared a table of
delight for us. When the cost of favor is too much to bear, God takes the
burden of blessings upon himself or breaks it into smaller digestible pieces

so that we are not overwhelmed. Yet, when God asks for a little of what he
has given us, we scrape together the smallest gifts we have and offer that
AAAE O1 '1T A8 7A &£ OCAO O!'11 OEEI CO
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Cookies and Carols!

Sunday School Christmas

Pageant

Join us at 2 p.m. Sunday, December

6 in the Fellowship Hall for an af-
ternoon of cookies and carols. We
will leave at 2 p.m. to carol to church
members in close walking distance.
We will conclude back at the church
at approximately 2:40 with a sing-a-
long of
Christmas
carols with
cookies and
hot chocolate
to enjoy.

T

he annual Sunday School Christmas
Pageant will be held on December

13 during worship. This year, the children

x ET 1

AR DOAOAT OET ¢ O4E

written by Joyana Damon. Rehearsals for
the pageant will take place during regular
Sunday school time. A mandatory dress

rehearsal will
be held on Sat-
urday, Decem-
ber 12 from 10-11

a.m. in the
sanctuary.

Our Nursing Center Residents

Greenfield, MA 01301

MA 01370

01301

%OA . Al Ol 1h
High St., Greenfield, MA 01301
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Ed Phelps and Ed Bradley are both at Charlene Manor, 130 Colrain Rd.

Neil Churchill, Rm. #3B Anchorage Nursing Home, Mohawk Trail, Shelburne,

Jannette Phelps is at Buckley Nursing Home, 95 Laurel St., Greenfield, MA

200E $AIl An

Jim Reid is at Sunbridge, 20 Maple Ave., Northampton, MA 01060



Poinsettias For Christmas

I/'we would like to order poinsettias for the Christmas season:

In loving memorgf:

In honorof:

Given by:

(how you would like it to appear on the flower list)

“l/we wish to pick up the plant(s) after the Christmas holiday.

“ l/we wish to donate the plant(s) to be given to the sick or anshut

Purchaser s name:

Address:

Phone:

Price per plant: $10.00 X No. of plants: = Total: $

Plants need to mrdered by December 11.

Please make checks payable to The United Church of Bernardston,

Floral Committee. P.O. Box 503, Bernardston, MA 01337. Thank




‘Decembe

1 Nnooma 2:30 &
7:00 p.m.

2

6 9:30 a.m. chimes rehearsal, 9:45 choir reheq
10:30 a.m. Worship w/communion, Disc. Fund o
ing, S.S., Nursery, Drama Ministry 12:00 p.m., f
ship

/ Council 7:00

p.Mm. Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

8 NOOMA 2:30 &
7:00 p.m.

9

13 9:45 choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship w14 Property & Fix15nooma 2:30 & 16
Christmas pageant, Survival Center coll., S.S., Nnance 7:00 p.m. [7:00 p.m.
fellowship w/potluck
2009:45 choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship, cl2lwinter 22 NO 23
Cantata, Honduras offering, S.S., Nursery, felloy . ENOOMA
Praise choir 12:00, Healing service 7:00 p.m. beglns :

4Classes

27 Diaconate 9:00 ad¥x praise

choir rehearsal, 10:15 hymn sing, 10:30 a.m. wo
S.S., Nursery, fellowship/with Birthdays

28

29 NoOMA 2:30 &

7:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.
Stewardship meeting

30




if

3 Choir7:15 4 Past ob
Chimes 6:30  Path
10 Choir 7:15 [11 peadiine for Poinsett{l2 Roast beef sL
Chimes 6:30 ordersP a st o riper5:00 & 6:15
17 Choir 7:15 18 Pas t19sene
Chimes 6:30  Sabbath
24 6:00 & 11:00 pm. D5 26

Christmas Eve Service @

Office closed '

CHRISTMA‘%DAY

31




Advent Calendar of Events

Sunday, November 292 Ist Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 62 2nd Sunday in Advent
Afternoon Caroling

Sunday, December 13? 3rd Sunday in Advent

Christmas Pageant =
Sunday, December 202 4th Sunday in Advent A

Christmas Cantata A]D)N

December 24, 20092 Family Christmas Eve Service 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 11:00 p.m.

T

(Continued from page) purple color of three of Therefore, the Christ
the candles points to the  candle is only lit on
royal destiny of the child  Christmas Eve or Christ-

birth of Christ. The light-  to be born of Mary. The  mas Day.

ing of the candles on the  single rose colored can- So, even though it is not

four Sundays of Ad\_/ent dle, the ?andle of Jo.y, is yet even Christmas, it is

represents the coming of  usually lit on the third not too early for the peo-
the light of Christ into Sunday of Advent. The ple of God to begin cele-
the world. solitary white candle in - pyating a new year of life

the center of the wreath i Christ!
is the Christ candle, re-
minding us that the In-
carnation is the heart of
Advent and Christmas.

The candles themselves
are associated with the
Advent themes of hope,
peace, joy, and love. The
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-Ship!

Thanks for joining us on the UCB Fellow

Awesome Christmas Bazaar!

W e would like to thank God for His blessings on this church and its con-
gregation. We have so much to be thankful for. Our bazaar, held on
November 21, was once again an awesome event.

Our shops were filled with shoppers and they were delighted to find baked
goods, cheese, beans, candy, and handcrafted items. The Treasure Chest,
Woodshop and High Seas Gift Shop attracted hundreds of shoppers and they
were happy to sit and have a snack at the Anchors Aweigh Café.

Thanks to everyone who helped in any way. It takes many hands and lots of
donated hours to make such an event so successful. The Lord blessed us with
fine weather, and many workers who were tired, but happy with our successful
-TOA O AEIT11x8

Mini-raffle winners: Christmas Basket? Cassandra Martin

Toy? Susan Holquist $20 Village Pizza GC? Julie Vassar

$25 China Gourmet GC? Joshua Glazier Boxwood Tree? Marsha Pratt

$25 Bella Notte GC? Ron Vight Aroma Melt candles? Michelle Browning
Hai &AOI AONdafy GlgaébB D1 U $25 New England House GC? Janice Deane

Coffee and Mug? Ray Nicholas Candle Basket? Gayle Ball

Apples photo? Bill Pratt Cranberry Bath tote? Allison Noel
Basket of Treasures? Michelle Vassar Christmas Village Houses? Marie Smith
Basket of Goodies? Diane Cornwell Hai 7 AT A Tainfie Powell

Hai "7 Bn®MdrigMason Hai &1 O:OCAtOyBIACK ' #

$25 Five Acre Farm GC? Maureen Hai #E A ©®lodnAedtteeter #
Crocker

Foot Care Basket? Jane Carpenter

Case windshield wash? Sue Warner )
Congratulations!
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December Birthdays

Elizabeth Blaney 1
Ed Iken 6

Ginger Shaw 6
Bill Pratt 7

Vicki Ovitt 8
Brandon Grover 9
Tom Benoit 11
Ralph Olsen 11
Sheila Clough 12
Michelle Rooks 12
Jack Letourneau 13

Arlinda Letourneau 13

Mary Fullerton 14
Ernie Streeter 14
Joyce Page 15
Leanda Fontaine 17
Christina Wysk 19
Melissa Allen 20
Paul Demers 20
Lucinda Atherton 21
Elizabeth Benoit 21
Paul Koons 23
Sharon Trenholm 24

Fred Johnson 26

December Anniversaries

Al LaValley, Jr. 26
James Sedgley, Jr. 26
Jillian Campbell 27
Lillian Deane 27
Kyle Muka 27
Shelly Ball 29

Mark St. Hilaire 29
Nancy Smith 30

Norman & LuAnne Herrick 4

Fran & Katherine Atherton 9

Bob & Sue Sprague 15
Douglas & Arlene Flagg 27

35th Anniversary!

Kevin & Amy Murphy 29




JINGEE BELL
TAMBOURINE

To ring in 2010, make a joyful noise
with this musical instrument.

What you need:

* 2 plastic plates

* Hole punch

* Pen

* Beads or beans (or other
small items that will
make noise when shaken)

* Tacky craft glue

*+ 6 pieces of ribbon {each
about 5" long and 1/4" wide)

* 6jingle bells

*» Stickers

* Markers

What you do:

1.0On the bottom of each plate,
write, “Shout for joy to the
LORD, all the earth”

(Psalm 100:1, NIV).

2. Punch six evenly spaced
holes around the rim of one
plate. Mark the holes with a
pen and then punch six
matching holes in the
second plate.

3. Pour the beads or beans
into one plate and then
squeeze glue around the
rim of that plate.

4. Place the other plate on top,
aligning the holes. {Make
sure the Bible verses are on
the outside.) Let it dry.

5.Thread one ribbon through
one hole and through one
bell, and then tie the ribbon.
Repeat five more times, once
for each hole.

6. Decorate the instrument
with stickers or markers.

7. Play your tambourine when
you sing your favorite songs.

Make 2 joyful noise

Pecplg oftben gather wish nolsemakers to celebrate the promise of a
W yaar. s thankpul and Joveul For the many biessings In your (ife.

Using the musical note code, write the words of Psalm 100:2 (NIVy in the correct onder below.
CODE: pgfore come gladness Wm oyl Lopo songs the with Worship
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United Church of Bernardston

58 Church Street Merry Christmas!
P.O. Box 503
Bernardston, MA 01337

Phone: 413-648-9306

Fax: 413-648-9532

E-mail: tucb@verizon.net
www.unitedchurchofbernardston.org

Reverend Raymond Medeiros
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m.
We are Accessible

A monthly publication of the United Church
of Bernardston, Pat Hume, Editor.

Second-Saturday Roast Beef Suppers

O ur next Second-Saturday Roast Beef Supper is Saturday, Decem-
ber 12, 2009 .

Menu: Roast beef with gravy, potato, veggies, cole slaw, rolls,
beverage, and dessert.

Adults $10.00, Children $5.00. Sittings at5:00 & 6:15 p.m. “
available.

It is recommended that you call for reservations at 648-9306!



