
  

low is a com-

posite of two 

messages dating 

back to late 

September, 

which offer a 

glimpse into the 

latest challenges 

facing the Hon-

duran people: 

Nobody is work-

ing and all the 

schools in the 

country are 

closed. We 

don`t really 

know what`s go-

ing to happen. 

All the super-

markets, banks, 

public and pri-

vate places are 

closed. Hope-
 

(Continued on page 8) 

A long with 

the arrival 

of Autumn’s 

colors and Fall’s 

many local fairs 

and festivals, 

these past 

months have 

been filled with 

news of natural 

and political cri-

ses. Storms, 

earthquakes, 

and tsunamis 

have wreaked 

havoc in the Pa-

cific. Flooding 

has impacted 

the southeast of 

our own nation. 

One interna-

tional story that 

feels “close to 

home” for our 

church, is the 

political unrest 

in Honduras fol-

lowing the coup 

that ousted for-

mer President 

Zelaya. Char-

lotte and Pearl 

are both doing 

alright in 

Guinope, I am 

told.  I have re-

ceived updates 

from Kenia via 

her emails to 

Paul Koons. Be-
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poor, and rich peo-

ple somehow are 

getting richer. 

Whatever is hap-

pening now, we are 

the same, with the 

same problems, but 

normal, we are 
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Condolences 

O ur sympathies and prayers to the friends and 

family of Al Fullerton, who passed away, Oct. 

6, 2009.   

Ecumenical Service 

Lectionary Readings 
Week Old  

Testament  

Psalm  New  

Testament  

Gospel  

November 1 Ruth 1:1-8 146 Heb. 9:11-14 Mark 12:28-34 

November 8  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 127 Heb. 9:24-28 Mark 12:38-44 

November 15 1 Samuel 1:4-20 1 Sam. 2:1-10 Heb. 10:11-14, (15-

18) 

Mark 13:1-8 

November 22  2 Samuel 23:1-7 132:1-12,(13-18) Rev. 1:4b-8 John 18:33-37 

November 29  Jeremiah 33:14-16 25:1-10 1 Thess. 3:9-13 Luke 21:25-36 

T he Advent season be-

gins on Sunday, No-

vember 29. Come and join 

in worshipful celebration as 

we remember the wait for 

Jesusô birth, celebrate  his 

presence in our lives, and 

look forward to his return. 

T he family of 

Marcia Marie Ma-

son would like to thank 

everyone for all the 

prayers, love & cards we 

received at the time of 

Marcia’a passing. 

T he Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving service 

will be November 22, 7:30 

PM at UCB.  

Advent Thank you 
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Goodale Memorial Church.  He 

also gave to the town 102 acres of 

land on Bald Mountain, the income 

from same to be used to aid those 

made needy through ill health or 

misfortune.  Mr. Goodale died in 

1833…Mr. Goodale’s daughter mar-

ried Zebina C. Newcomb, who built 

the old brick store {now the site of 

Fall Town Spirits}.  In his early 

years, Mr. Goodale was a drover 

and ran a saw and grist mill.  He 

lived in a house he had built just 

west of the church {now gone}.” 

{Lucy Cutler Kellogg wrote the fol-

lowing for the Gazette & Courier 

1928, entitled,  “Goodale Gifts”} 

 

“JOB GOODALE settled in Bernard-

ston in 1814, a native of Marlboro, 

Mass.  His wife was Miss Lydia Foote 

of Waterbury, Conn.  He secured one 

Orra Sheldon to build Goodale Acad-

emy, and presented the same, with 

five acres of land, on which the 

Academy building stood {just west of 

the United Church parsonage}.  He 

gave to the congregational Society 

the church building now known as 

THE CHURCH HISTORIAN   

Worship Cancellations 

W ith  winter fast ap-

proaching, if you are 

not sure if worship services are 

cancelled or not, you may call 

the church office at 648-9306 

and there will be a message on 

the answering machine to let 

you know! 

Sunday, November 1 
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How to Live a Meaningful Life 

M any Americans 

live with two op-

posite feelings. On one 

hand, they want to ex-

perience meaning and 

purpose in their lives. On 

the other hand, they of-

ten feel that they are run-

ning on empty.       

 

In his classic novel, Les 

Miserables, Victor Hugo 

tells us how to eliminate 

that second feeling. The 

bishop befriends Jean 

Valjean and gives him 

lodging. Valjean repays 

that kindness by stealing 

the bishopôs valuable 

candlesticks. After the 

bishop reports the theft, 

the police magistrate 

questions Valjean in the 

bishopôs presence. As the 

interrogation progresses, 

Valjean seems headed 

for jail. At that point, 

the bishop unexpect-

edly retracts his 

charges and offers a 

plausible reason for 

why the candlesticks 

are missing.                                                                                                                                                        

 

Jean Valjean is 

amazed. When he and 

the bishop are alone, 

he says, ñWhy did you 

do that? You know I 

am guilty.ò 

 

The bishop replies, 

ñLife is for giving.ò 

 

 

Why do churches re-

ceive an offering in 

their worship services? 

Some people say, 

ñBecause the church 

needs the money.ò 

That is only part of the 

answer. Even if a 

wealthy benefactor 

fully underwrote our 

congregationôs ex-

penses, we would still 

need to provide people 

with the opportunity to 

give an offering in our 

worship services. 

Weekly giving teaches 

usðand reminds us 

because we keep for-

gettingðthat life with-

out unselfish giving is 

life without meaning 

and purpose. 

 

Victor Hugo is right. 

Life is for giving. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Poinsettias For Christmas 

I/we would like to order poinsettias for the Christmas season: 

 

In loving memory of:___________________________________________ 

In honor of:__________________________________________________ 

Given by:____________________________________________________ 

  (how you would like it to appear on the flower list) 

 

‘   I/we wish to pick up the plant(s) after the Christmas holiday. 

‘   I/we wish to donate the plant(s) to be given to the sick or a shut-in. 

 

Purchaserõs name:_____________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________________________________________ 

 

Price per plant: $10.00 X No. of plants:_______=      Total: $_________ 

 

Plants need to be ordered by December 11. 

Please make checks payable to The United Church of Bernardston,  

Floral Committee.  P.O. Box 503, Bernardston, MA 01337.  Thank you! 
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1   9:45 a.m. choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship w/

communion, Disc. Fund offering, S.S., Nursery, Fellow-

ship, Drama Ministry 12:00 p.m. 

All Saintsõ Sunday 

2  Council 7:00 

p.m. 

3 Nooma 2:30 & 7:00 

p.m. 

Making mints @ 9:30 

a.m. 

4  6:30 p.m. Yada Yada 

group 

5  Choir 7:15 p.m., 

Chimes 6:30 p.m. 

6 Rayõs sabbath 

 

7 

8    9:45 a.m. choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Wor-

ship, Survival Center collection, S.S., Nursery, 

Fellowship, 12:00 praise choir rehearsal 

9  Property & Fi-

nance 7:00 p.m.   

4H 6 p.m. 

10  Nooma 2:30 & 

7:00 p.m. 
11 Veteransõ Day 

Office closed 

12  Choir 7:15 p.m., 

Chimes 6:30 p.m. 

13 Rayõs sabbath 14 Roast beef sup-

per 5:00 & 6:15 

p.m. 

15    9:45 a.m. choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship, Honduras Offering, S.S., Nursery, Fel-

lowship w/potluck 

16 17  NOOMA  Can-

celled 

18 19  Choir 7:15 p.m., 

Chimes 6:30 p.m. 

20 Rayõs sabbath 21 Serve pick up, Holiday 

Bazaar 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

22  9:45 a.m. choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship, 

S.S., Nursery, Fellowship, 12:00 praise choir re-

hearsal, 7:30 p.m. Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

(UCB) 

23  National Bible 

Week 

24  NOOMA  Can-

celled 

25 26   

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

27 Office closed 

 

Rayõs sabbath 

28 

29 Diaconate 9:00 a.m., 9:45 praise choir rehearsal, 

10:15 Hymn sing, 10:30 a.m. Worship, S.S., Nursery, 

Fellowship Birthday Sunday 

30      

N ov e m b e r  2 0 0 9  
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home until he let us go 

out again.  

 We don`t know when we 

are going back to school 

again. The whole coun-

try is in trouble for this 

situation, but we are still 

good. The poor are still 

poor, and rich people 

somehow are getting 

richer. Whatever is hap-

pening now, we are the 

same, with the same 

fully this is not gonna 

last for too long. I don`t 

have any food in the 

house.  

The current president 

said on tv that we can go 

grocery shopping for a 

couple of hours just to 

get something to eat, but 

after that we have to be 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

problems, but normal, 

we are used to it, you 

know what I mean? 

 

In this season of 

Thanksgiving for our 

blessings, may we fer-

vently pray and act, for 

those who still wait and 

hope for peace, prosper-

ity and security. 

 

Advent Calendar of Events 

Sunday, November 29— 1st Sunday in Advent 

 

Sunday, December 6—2nd Sunday in Advent 

    Afternoon Caroling 

Sunday, December 13— 3rd Sunday in Advent 

    Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 20—4th Sunday in Advent 

    Christmas Cantata 

December 24, 2009—Family Christmas Eve Service 6:00 p.m.  

         Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 11:00 p.m.  
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S ave  the date!  November 21, 2009 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., we 

will be holiday cruising on the UCB Fellow-Ship.  Let’s 

work together to make this a fun day!  We still need your  hand-

made items, wood crafts, good used items, books, grab bag gifts 

for adults and children.  Most of all we would like you to join 

us—offer a few hours to set up or assist some department in 

sales on the 21st.  And shop!  We will have so much to choose 

from, for yourself or a gift for someone special. 

Bob & Linda Raymond 648-9372 

 

P.S. Be sure to sell your raffle tickets!  

Ask for more!  We have plenty! 

C
om

e 
jo

in
 u

s 
on

 th
e 

U
C

B
 F

el
lo

w
-S

hi
p!

 

DONATION:  $1.00 EACH 

OR 6 FOR $5.00   

Prizes will be drawn on  

Saturday, Nov. 21, 2009 at  

3:00 p. m.  

Handmade items 

Craft items 

Canned goods 

Jams 

Jellies 

Pickles 

Wood crafts 

Books 

Grab bag items 
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November Birthdays 

Brenda Clark  1 

Butch Grover  1 

Betty Rice  1 

Kathleen King  2 

Judy Richardson  2 

Tobe Ball  3 

Donna Dove  3 

Alyn Hastings  3 

Joyce Roberts  5 

Madeline LaValley  6 

Katy Deane  9 

Drenna Mahaney  10 

Ray Nicholas  10 

Kyle Parent  10 

Grace Grover  11 

Penny Urgiel  11 

Steven Damon  12 

Gabrielle Rooks  12 

Winnie Bradley  13 

Al LaValley, Sr.  14 

Joyce Muka  14 

Stephanie Hastings  15 

Sarah Wyngowski  17 

Lindsey Burbank  18 

Francis Atherton  19 

David Laprade  19 

Gary Stevens  19 

Lillian Herrick  20 

Rebecca Carlson  21 

Timothy McCrory  21 

Tyson Hawkins  22 

Joanne Balzarini  24 

Jim Schramel  25 

Debra Demers  27 

Denise Phelps  27 

Janie Shaw  27 

Ben Shaw  27 

Gayle Ball  28 

Richard Balzarini  28 

November Anniversaries 

Stephen & Nellie Barber  2 

James & Kristine Schramel 3 

Derrell & Eva Lee Stratford  4 

Bill & Judy Richardson  9  35th 

Anniversary! 

 

Alan & Rosalie Pratt  14 

Jennifer & Eric Glazier  17 

Bill & Martha Damon  22 
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The deadline for the 

December United 

Spirit  will be Satur-

day, Nov. 14, 2009. 
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Phone: 413-648-9306 

Fax: 413-648-9532 

E-mail: tucb@verizon.net 

www.unitedchurchofbernardston.org 

58 Church Street 

P.O. Box 503 

Bernardston, MA 01337 

United Church of Bernardston 

Reverend Raymond Medeiros 

Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. 

We are Accessible 

A monthly publication of the United Church 

of Bernardston, Pat Hume, Editor. 

Second-Saturday Roast Beef Suppers 

O ur next Second-Saturday Roast Beef Supper is Saturday, Novem-

ber 14, 2009 . 

Menu:  Roast beef with gravy, potato, veggies, cole slaw, rolls, 

beverage, and dessert. 

Adults $10.00, Children $5.00.  Sittings at 5:00 & 6:15 p.m. 

available. 

It is recommended that you call for reservations at 648-9306! 


