
From the Pastorôs Pen 

 

Stewardship Nugget  

United Spirit  

ciations. UCB is a 

member of the 

Franklin Associa-

tion. The Associa-

tion ordains new 

ministers, and is 

responsible for dis-

ciplinary action 

against clergy when 

necessary.  Typi-

cally an Association 

has a specific com-

mittee made up of 

clergy and layper-

sons that handles 

these duties, as 

well as preparing 

(Continued on page 3)  

From the Pastorôs 

Pen 

O ne of the most 

distinguishing 

marks of the United 

Church of Christ is 

its Congregational 

structure. Each and 

every local church 

in the UCC is inde-

pendent and 

autonomous. Indi-

vidual congrega-

tions are free to 

govern themselves 

as they see fit. 

Each local church 

has the authority to 

call the minister of 

their choice to 

serve the church. 

Many of you may 

remember the vote 

that was taken here 

in 2004 to call me 

to serve UCB as 

Pastor and Teacher. 

The local church 

also reserves the 

authority to dismiss 

a pastor if the 

membership so 

chooses. Local 

churches are typi-

cally gathered to-

gether in regional 

bodies called Asso-

church members 
hear one sermon a 

week on average, 
they are exposed to 

about sixteen hun-

(Continued on page 4)  

W hen It Is God 
Versus 

ñStuff,ò Who Wins? 

ñWe live in a cul-

tureéthat is preoc-
cupied with money. 

We respect people 
who have it and 

write whole televi-
sion series about 

how they make it 
and spend it. While 
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O ur thoughts and 

prayers go to the fam-

ily and friends of Guada-

lupe ñBillieò (Valls) Freyen-

hagen, who passed away 

January 16, 2010.   

We also include the friends 

and family of Arthur Brown 

Our thoughts and prayers 

are also with Drenna, and 

family and 

friends of Tom 

Mahaney, who 

passed away 

February 16, 

2010.  

Jr., who passed away Janu-

ary 29, 2010.  

We also remember the 

family and friends of 

Shirley Parsons, who 

passed away February 12, 

2010.   

 

Lenten Worship Schedule  

Palm Sunday  

 March 28, 10:30 AM  

Maundy Thursday   

 April 1, 7:00 PM  

Good Friday  April 2, 

 Sanctuary will be open 
from noon to 8:00 PM with a 
self -directed experience of 

Jesusô Seven Last Words 
from the Cross.  The church 

bells will be silenced at 3 
p.m., the hour of Jesusô 

death.  

Easter   April 4  

Lectionary Readings  

Our Condolences  
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Week  Old  

Testament  

Psalm  New  

Testament  

Gospel  

March 7  Isaiah 55:1 - 9  63:1 - 8  1 Cor. 10:1 - Luke 13:1 - 9  

March 14  Joshua 5:9 -12  32  2 Cor. 5:16 -21  Luke 15:1 -3, 

March 21  Isaiah 43:16 - 21  126  Phil 3:4b - 14  John 12:1 - 8  

March 28  Isaiah 50:4 -9a  118:1 -2, 19 -

29  

Philippians 2:5 -

11  

Luke 19:28 -40  

     

 

Sunrise Service 6 a.m. Me-

morial Chapel, Northfield 

Mount Hermon, Gill Campus  

 7 a.m. Pancake Break-

fast at church in Fellowship 

Hall  

Traditional Service

 10:30 AM  



being placed in the lower 

hall for use in serving sup-

pers.  It is rumored that 

the company intends to 

build a line of towers 

through the town for the 

high tension wires.  {At the 

1914 annual town meeting, 

lighting the town hall was a 

tie vote.}  

March 1915 ð95 years ago  

T he annual parish meet-

ing was held at 

Goodale Memorial Church 

last Wednesday.  It was 

voted to increase the pas-

torôs salary and to approve 

plans for electric lighting.  

Wiring and equipping the 

meeting house will begin 

next week.  A vote of 

thanks went to John W. 

Chapin for securing gas 

lights from the village gas 

plant until electric lights 

can be put in.  

The town hall is also being 

wired for electric lights by 

the Electric Light & Power 

Co.  An electric heater is 

Budget Preparation  

The Church Historian  

tee.  This position will entail 

my attendance at regular 

monthly meetings, as well 

as my participation in Ordi-

nation and Installation 

ceremonies as a represen-

tative of the Association. 

Itôs an honor for me to 

have been entrusted with 

this position and it is a 

good reminder for us in 

United Church of our cove-

nant connections and re-

sponsibilities to the wider 

church beyond our doors.  

and approving candidates 

for ordination, commission-

ing or licensing. These 

committees are usually 

called Church and Ministry 

Committees. In some ways, 

Church and Ministry Com-

mittees have responsibili-

ties comparable to that of 

Bishops in the Methodist 

system.  

(Continued from page 1)   It does not seem so long 

ago that I was preparing 

for ordained ministry and 

meeting regularly with the 

Pilgrim Association Church 

and Ministry Committee 

that eventually ordained 

me. Life came around full 

circle at the November An-

nual Meeting of the Franklin 

Association, when I was 

voted to serve on Church 

and Ministry. Then in Janu-

ary I was elected to be 

chairperson of that commit-

A ll committees shall 

prepare and submit 

to the Stewardship and 
Property and Finance 

committees a budget for 

the coming year by 

March first.  
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want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake will 
find it. For what will it profit 

them if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in re-
turn for their 

life?ôò (Matthew 12:24-26).  

On the playing field of your 
personality, who wins ðGod 

or stuff?  

Glass Windows, John and 
Sylvia Ronsvalle] People 

who object to any mention 
of money in the church for-

get that Jesus talked about 
it frequently. He said that 

commitment to ñstuffò un-
dermines our spiritual 

health and challenges his 

lordship. ñThen Jesus told 
his disciples, óIf any want to 

become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and fol-
low me. For those who 

dred commercials every 
day, on billboards and bus 

seats, in newspapers and 
magazines, on matchbooks 

and clothes with designer 
and product logos, on radio 

and television, each offer-

ing advice on how to spend 
their money. What is the 

churchôs responsibility for 
guiding them through this 

cacophony of opportuni-
ties?ò [Behind the Stained 

(Continued from page 1)  

pickup of your donations, 

please call Sheila Sperry at 

1-413 -648 -0154, or you 

may leave them off in the 

hallway by Fellowship Hall.  

Thank you.  

W e are getting ready 

for the Gas Engine 

Show on Memorial Day 

weekend.  Please remem-

ber us as you do your 

spring cleaning.  We need 

GOOD,   SERVICEABLE,  

CLEAN  items for our tag 

sale/flea market booth.  For 

Co- Chair Needed  

with a large percent of our 

membership and add your 

own ideas to an already 

great fundraiser for your 

church.  Prayerfully consider 

this co -chairmanship and 

step forward!  

get Linda with Bob.  GREAT, 

GREAT JOB FOLKS!   

 

Bob and Linda have other 

commitments this year; so, 

we are looking for someone 

to step forward and co -chair 

with Nora.  This is a great 

opportunity to fellowship 

The Property and Finance 

Committee wishes to thank 

everyone who helped with 

the Christmas Bazaar.  It 

was a great success.  We 

want to thank especially, 

our co -chairpersons, Nora 

Bixby and Bob Raymond; 

and we were fortunate to 
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2010 Gas Engine Show and Flea Market  Auction 2010  

T he auction is set for 

May 28, 2010 at 6:00 

p.m. in the engine show 

field; so, start to get those 

items dusted off and ready 

and keep in mind ðone per-

sonôs junk is another per-

sonôs treasure!  Call Tom 

Bergeron for pickup, or with 

any questions, at 863 -

8145.  



 

I  n case of inclement weather, you can find out if church 

services have been cancelled by calling the church office 

where cancellations will be recorded on the answering ma-

chine. You may also look for announcements on TV ( Chan-

nels 40 and 22), and radio (WIZZ 1520 AM and WHAI 98.3 

FM).   

 

P ancake/Corn Fritter Breakfast Team 111, Relay For Life 

Fundraiser.  Sunday, Mar. 21, 2010 at the United Church 

of Bernardston from 8:00 -10:00 a.m. (All you can eat.) In-

cludes sausage, juice, coffee, tea, milk.  Adults ð $6.00, chil-

dren 4 -13ð$3.00, children 3 and under ðfree.  Bake sale & 

drawing.  

 

G reg Mortenson, author of Stones into Schools (and Three 

Cups of Tea ) will be speaking at Westfield State college 

on April 29, 2010.   Tickets are available by calling 413 -572 -

8356, or on the web at www.westfieldalumni.org/

GregMortenson . Stones into Schools describes the work of 

the Central Asia Instituteôs (Https://www.ikat.org/ ) school 

building initiatives in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  The book is 

available in the church library.  

 

UCB Bulletin Board  
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 Mechuwana  

 

ñWe went to do a good work for them, and yet we returned re-
alizing that we received more than we gave.ò 

J oin us this summer as we return to Mechuwana Mission 

Camp in beautiful Winthrop, Maine.  We have reserved the 
week of August 1 -7, 2010 for the contingent from UCB.  Youth 

entering 7th ï12th grades and adults of all ages are welcome.  
If you are interested in finding out more about attending Mechuwana this year, please 

return the form below to the church office or to Sharon Weyers.  

 

Name:___________________________  

Telephone:________________________  

E-mail:___________________________  

 

 I am interested in learning more about Camp Mechuwana and the mission program.  

 I would like to go to Camp Mechuwana and have enclosed the $25.00 deposit.  

 

Deadline for deposit:  May 1, 2010  
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Monson, follow for several 

miles until entering Monson 

center.  Just after the Dun-

kinô donuts, turn right and 

then left and you will see it 

on the crest of the hill on 

the left.   

organ was recently reno-

vated.  The recital is Sun-

day, March 21 at 4 p.m.  

 

Directions:  Take the 

Palmer exit off the Mass. 

Pike.  Find rte. 32 toward 

Liz Dawson will be playing 

in a recital in March with 

Keith Richardson, Monica 

Czausz and Griffin McMa-

hon.  It will be at St. Pat-

rickôs in Monson, Massachu-

setts.  The churchôs 12 rank 

Lizôs Recital News 



Flowers for Easter  

I/we would like to order memorial flowers for the service on Easter Sun-

day, April 4, 2010.  The cut - off date for ordering flowers is Wednesday, 

March 24, 2010.  

 

I/We wish to order: (write in quantity @ $10.00 per flower)  

 ___ lily/lilies    ___ potted daffodils  

 ___ azalea (s)    ___ potted hyacinths  

 ___ potted tulips  

 

In lieu of flowers, a donation of any amount may be made for plants for 

the grounds of the church, or for flowers for Sunday morning worship.  

Your name will appear on the list of memorials in the Easter bulletin.  

Amount donated for outside flowerbeds $________  

Amount donated for flowers for Sunday morning worship $________  

 

In loving memory  of:_______________________________________  

In honor  of:______________________________________________  

Given by:________________________________________________  

  (how you would like it to appear on the flower list)  

 

‘   I/we wish to pick up the flower (s) after the Easter holiday.  

‘   I/we wish to donate the flower (s) to be given to the sick or a shut - in.  

 

Purchaserôs name:_________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________  

Phone:______________________________  

 

Price per flower: $10.00 X No. of plants:_____=  Total: $_____  

 

Plants need to be ordered by March 24.  

Please make checks payable to The United Church of Bernardston, Floral 

Committee.  P.O. Box 503, Bernardston, MA 01337.  Thank you!  
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Demo of Old Hall Floor     (Photos taken by Joelle Deane)  

New Fellowship Hall Floor!     (Photos taken by Pat Hume)  


