
  

letter to the edi-
tor of a local pa-
per, or letters of 
concern to po-
litical leaders 
who represent 
us. There are 
also acts of life-
style change, 
such as energy 
conservation in 
the home and 
exploring alter-
native energy 
sources. UCB is 
taking a step to-
ward helping lo-
cal residents 
ȰÇÒÅÅÎȱ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÆÅȤ
style in ways 
that conserve 
energy use and 
save themselves 
money. UCB is 
entering into a 
program called 
Western Mass 
Saves, which will 

(cont. to pg. 4) 

 

Ȱ4ÈÉÎË ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙ ɀ 

ÁÃÔ ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙȢȱ  

W ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÌ heard 
this slogan or 
seen it on 
bumper stickers. 
Lately, these 
words have be-
come a model 
for responding 
to the crisis of 
global warming. 
Thinking glob-
ally invites us to 
consider the big 
picture of cli-
mate change. 
Global thinking 
reminds us that 
we are con-
nected to what is 
happening to the 
Polar ice caps or 
the rain forests 
of South Amer-
ica. Global 
thinking opens 
our eyes to how 
we are ulti-

mately affected 
by distant crises, 
and how we may 
act to contribute 
to a solution, 
rather than be-
ing part of the 
problem. That is 
where the 
ȰÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙȱ 
part comes in. 
While the chal-
lenge of climate 
change is global 
in scope, there 
are local re-
sponses that are 
within our 
power to act 
upon. There are 
symbolic acts. 
Many churches 
are holding can-
dlelight vigils or 
ringing church 
bells as a form of 
Christian wit-
ness. There are 
acts of advocacy, 
such as writing a 
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Handicap Markers 

Lectionary Readings 
Week Old  

Testament 

Psalm  New  

Testament 

Gospel 

January 3 Jeremiah 31:7-14 147:12-20 Eph. 1:3-14 John 1:(1-9), 10-

18 

January 10 Isa 43:1-7 29 Acts 8:14-17 Luke 3:15-17, 21-

22 

January 17 Isa 62:1-5 36:5-10 1 Cor. 12:1-11 John 2:1-11 

January 24 Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 19 1 Cor. 12:12-31a Luke 4:14-21 

January 31 Jer. 1:4-10 71:1-6 1 Cor. 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30 

H andicap markers have been placed on the accessible pews on the 

east side of the sanctuary as a reminder that preference for seating 

in those pews is for worshippers with wheelchairs and their companions or 

family. If you are sitting in these pews, please be willing to move to another 

seat if someone with a wheelchair attends worship, so that they can enjoy 

worshipping with their family or friends.  

Thank You 

W e would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to all whose 

prayers and kindnesses are supporting us 

through the sudden illness and loss of our beloved 

dog, Brandi.  Ray & Sue 
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rial to Deacon Slate whose death oc-

curred in 1902.   

December 1929 {80 years ago} 

Miss Dorothea Foster is so far recov-

ered from her appendicitis operation 

as to resume her duties as organist at 

Goodale United Church. 

1909 {101 years ago} 

M rs. Elizabeth Slate of Greenfield 

has presented the Goodale Me-

morial Church with an individual com-

munion service which was the property 

of her husband, Deacon Henry Slate, 

and was long used in the church during 

$ÅÁÃÏÎ 3ÌÁÔÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÍÅÍÏȤ

THE CHURCH HISTORIAN   

 

Stones into Schools 

T he church library has available a 

ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ 'ÒÅÇ -ÏÒÔÅÎÓÏÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 

book titled Stones into Schools.  This 

follow-on work to Three Cups of Tea, 

describes the work of the Central Asia 

)ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȭÓ ɉ#!)Ɋ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

operation projects in Pakistan and Af-

ghanistan; providing an informative 

background for all Americans to the re-

ligious and cultural turmoil which grips 

this area of the world.  CAI provides a 

useful alternative for Christians to ad-

dress their concerns of conscience re-

garding the present escalation of mili-

tary forces in Afghanistan.  It is encour-

aging to note that the US Central Com-

ÍÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 'ÒÅÇ -ÏÒÔÅÎÓÏÎȭÓ 

work in training programs for personnel 

deploying to Afghanistan.  He has also 

testified in congress regarding condi-

tions in the region and lectures widely 

in the US, when not on the ground su-

pervising school programs.  Full details 

of CAI programs are available on the 

web at www.ikat.org ,  where donations 

may be made by individuals directly or 

in the name of others.  The latter 

thought of gifting a donation to CAI 

could be a useful alternative to church 

members seeking relief from the com-

mercialism of the American holiday sea-

son.  (Submitted by Russell Bixby) 



4 

Floor Removal 

F loor removalɂopen to men, 

women and children.  Tools 

needed...ice scrapers, hand scrap-

ers and ambition.  We will be pop-

ping up the tiles, picking them up, 

carrying them outside and throw-

ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ Á ÔÒÕÃËȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ  

this fun-filled event.  Sunday 

January 10, at 1 p.m.   

(cont. from pg..1)  

help the church  
set up a customized plan to be more 
energy efficient. The program will also 
aid individuals through personalized 
energy advice to fit every lifestyle. All 
this will be accessible through 
www.westernmasssaves.com.  
Look for more information about this 
in the future. 

God has granted humanity the respon-

sibility for stewardship of the earth and 

its creatures. This is one way for 

churches to respond locally to our 

global mandate. 

 

 

Christmas Bazaar Update 

T ÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÚÁÁÒ  ×ÁÓ Ȱ#ÒÕÉÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 5#" Fellow-ÓÈÉÐȢȱ  &ÉÒÓÔ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË 'ÏÄȟ ×ÈÏ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ÕÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ 

this church community with all of our varied skills and creative abilities.  It was 

exciting to watch this day come together.  Starting with our first meeting in Sep-

tember, until the date of the bazaar on November 21, many hands were on deck to 

http://www.westernmasssaves.com
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make the UCB Christmas Bazaar an  en-

tertaining day for visitors, shoppers and 

staff. 

At this time, the gross sales from the 

2009 bazaar are over $18,500.  We need 

to thank so many people, and once 

again, we will mention names and pray 

we leave no one out.  Throughout the 

year, Polly created many hand-painted 

items.  Sue Cameron was proprietor of 

the High Seas Gift Shop, and thank you  

to everyone who made items for the 

shop.  Sharon Fontaine monogrammed 

items with her sewing machine.   

4ÈÅ #ÁÐÔÁÉÎȭÓ ÒÁÆÆÌÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ *ÅÎ 'ÌÁȤ

zier soliciting great prizes from area 

businesses and families.  Then the con-

gregation was challenged to step-up and 

sell tickets, and boy, did they!  Led by 

Bob Allen and Sheila Sperry,  we sold 

$5300.   

The food in the Anchors Aweigh Café 

left taste buds  tingling, thanks to Jack 

and Sandie Patch, Bob and Patty Gard-

ner, and all the elves in the kitchen.  

Jannie Deane and Julie Vassar did a tre-

mendous job, again, organizing the 

Midnight Buffet.  Thanks to everyone 

who baked and helped them on the day 

of the bazaar.  The McGanns sold two 

wheels of cheese, and Joanne Balzarini 

sold baked beans (prepared by Jim 

Muka, Sandie Patch, and Sue Cameron). 

Thank you to Jen Glazier for heading 

the personalized ornaments and snow-

men shop.  And Heather Bordeaux for 

engraving the ornaments. Thanks to 

Nora who organized the Shore Excur-

sion Board, and Joyce Page and Isabell 

Grover for their time and effort.   

Thanks to Kit Atherton and Jen Glazier, 

who shared their pickles, jams, and 

pickled eggs.  Also, Tom and Deb 

Bergeron for pickled kielbasa and beef 

jerky.   

Thank you to the many people who do-

nated wonderful, once read books to 

the Whale of a Tale Library, and to 

Dottie Ducharme for manning that 

booth! 

We sold wreaths, centerpieces, berry 

bowls, and cemetery boxes were made 

with help from Mike Raymond and 

Janice Leh.  Thanks to Jim Muka for do-

nations of all the fresh balsam. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

     1 Office closed 

 

2 

3  9:45 choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship W/

Communion, Disc. offering, S.S.,  nursery, fellowship 

4 Council 7:00 

p.m. 

Pastor Ray on vacation 

5  No Nooma 

Pastor Ray on vacation 

6 

Pastor Ray on vacation 

7  7:00 Choir 

Pastor Ray on vacation 

8   

Pastor Ray on vacation 

9  Roast beef supper 

5:00 & 6:15 Pastor Ray 

on vacation 

10 9:45 choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship, survival cen-

ter collection, S. S., nursery, fellowship w/potluck, Praise 

Choir rehearsal 12:00 p.m.    Pastor Ray on vacation    F. H. 

floor  

11  Property & Fi-

nance 7:00 p.m. Pas-

tor Ray on vacation     

12  Nooma 2:30 & 

7:00 p.m. 
13 14  7:00 Choir 15  Pastor Rayõs sabbath 16 

17  9:45 choir rehearsal, 10:30 a.m. Worship, Honduras 

offering, S.S., nursery, fellowship 

18   Office closedñ

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 

19  Nooma 2:30 & 

7:00 p.m. 
20 21  7:00 Choir 22  Pastor Rayõs sabbath 23  Kiwanis Supper 

24  9:45 choir rehearsal, 10:30 Worship, S.S., Nursery, 

fellowship, Praise  choir rehearsal 12:00 p.m. 
25 26  Nooma 2:30 & 

7:00 p.m. 
27 28  7:00 Choir 29  Pastor Rayõs sabbath 30 

31 9:45 praise choir rehearsal, 10:15 hymn sing, 10:30 

Worship, S.S., Nursery, fellowship w/birthday Sunday 

Diaconate 9:00 a.m. 

      

Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 0  
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On our ships lower deck, we thank the 

following people:  Russ Deane in his 

3ÈÉÐÙÁÒÄȭÓ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ 

handcrafted wood products.  Linda 

Raymond, Sheila Sperry, Deb Allen, 

and Brittney Hamilton for gathering 

products, setting up, and selling items 

in the Treasure Chest.  Joelle Deane,  

*ÏÙÁÎÁ $ÁÍÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ 5#" +ÉÄȭÓ 

Club, which had fun activities and gift 

items for children.   

The Under the Sea Raffle was a huge 

success, and we thank Sheila Sperry 

for manning it.  Thanks to Jen Glazier 

for her tireless effort in getting indi-

viduals and businesses to donate the 

Under the Sea Raffle prizes.  All the $3 

grab bag gifts were sold again by Fay 

Kenney and Ginny Snow. 

Thank you to Pat Grover for her or-

ganization and ideas and all of her 

cashiersɂthey are the ones who make 

things go smoothly all day long.  

Thanks to Rob Claflin, who furnished 

taxi services from the senior center to 

the church for all of our workers.  Ja-

son Raymond, who signed everyone 

up for door prizes.  Thanks to Leandra 

Raymond who took care of the board-

ing passes  brought in to enter into 

the basket drawing.  The beautiful 

Christmas basket was made by Deb Al-

len.  Eyan Raymond handed out our 

treasure maps, which was a popular ac-

tivity again, with over 140 prizes given 

out.  Ray Nicholas took pictures of chil-

dren with Santa (Chris Rooks).  Thanks 

to Winnie Watson and Ada Andrews, 

who set up and sold Christmas cards in 

the lobby area.  Kathy Streeter and Mar-

sha Pratt took care of the advertise-

ments in our local papers and radio sta-

tions.  Fred Johnson, Ralph Olsen, and 

Russ Deane set everything up in Fellow-

ship Hall.  Pat Hume, our church secre-

tary, helped with the making of tickets, 

posters, maps, etc., etc.  Ernie Bergeron 

and Tom, kept our crowd of shoppers 

moving through the cashier lines.  Ker-

ber Lumber donated cedar boards, and 

Fran Atherton made our cemetery 

boxes.   

Thanks to Polly, who was always willing 

to help us at the last minute.  Thanks to 

everyone who donated hours of service, 

gift certificates and products to our 

Commitment Tree.  Thanks to Bud Fos-

ter for sharing his red and white speed 

boat to advertise our bazaar, and to Bob 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Allen who took products on the road and sold them.  Finally, we wish to thank 

Ray for greeting all of our cruisers and shoppers.   

The days and weeks to follow, left us feeling so incredibly lucky to be part of such 

a wonderful church and community family!  Thank you all.  Nora Bixby,  Linda & 

Bob Raymond 

1st:100 gallons oil ðCountry Oil ($250 value) ðToby Grader  

2nd:Keurig Coffee Maker & case coffee ðKeurig ($200 value) ðMark Russell  

3rd:Amish Red Wagon ðBernardston Storage, Marsha Pratt ðSandie Patch  

4th:$100 Fosters gift cert. ðBud Foster ðRichard Newton  

5th:14 tickets UCB roast beef dinners Dec. -June ($140 value) ðBonnie Page  

6th:$100 Visa card ðPazmino Family ðCheryl Broughan  

7th:$50 L.L. Bean gift certificate ðBob & Linda Raymond ðRuss Deane  

8th:20 Lb. Turkey w/trim ðPat & Sharon Weyers ($60 val.) ðHarvey Noel  

9th:Gift Card Bouquet ð$75 assorted  gift cards ðMaddie LaValley  

10th:$59.95 Meat Package ðThe Country Corner ðMinnie Quintana   

11th:Gallon of maple syrup ðSeverance Farm ($40 value) ðJoel Cole  

12th:2 Foxwoods tickets w/Buffet ðTravel Kuz ($50 value) ðKerri Vassar  

(Pictures courtesy of Russ & Nora Bixby)  

 

 

 

(Continued from page 8) 
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 January Birthdays 

Beryl Underwood 1 

Keith Churchill 3 

Dot Hinds  3 

Jon Pike  3 

LuAnne Herrick  4 

Eileen Field  6 

Catherine McGann  12 

Ann Deneault  13 

Emilie  Staiger  13 

Forrest Smead  14 

Teigan Hadfield  15 

Ruth Johnson  15 

Michelle Vassar  15 

Lynne Hubert  16 

John Timberlake  17 

Chris Weyers  18 

Nancy Ducat  19 

Randall Atherton  20 

Douglas Fontaine  20 

Florence Hand  20 

Shirley Kemp  20 

Bill Llewelyn  20 

Susan Bateman  22 

Tyler Lankowski  24 

Trevor Fontaine  25 

Alyssa Martin  25 

Eva Nelson  25 

Matthew Parenteau  25 

Cody Randall  26 

Michaela Randall  26 

Sean Mason  27 

Donnie McGann 27 

Jacob Galipault  30 

Laurie Hastings  31 

Steve Sedgley  31 

 

January Anniversaries 

 

David & Alice Stratford  1  55th Anniversary! 

Clarence & Eunice Randall  6 

Charles & Florence Hand  25 
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The deadline for the 

February United Spirit  

will be Thursday, Jan. 

14, 2009. 
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Phone: 413-648-9306 

Fax: 413-648-9532 

E-mail: tucb@verizon.net 

www.unitedchurchofbernardston.org 

58 Church Street 

P.O. Box 503 

Bernardston, MA 01337 

United Church of Bernardston 

Reverend Raymond Medeiros 

Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. 

We are Accessible 

A monthly publication of the United Church 

of Bernardston, Pat Hume, Editor. 

Second-Saturday Roast Beef Suppers 

O ur next Second-Saturday Roast Beef Supper is Saturday, January 

9, 2009 . 

Menu:  Roast beef with gravy, potato, veggies, cole slaw, rolls, 

beverage, and dessert. 

Adults $10.00, Children under 12 $5.00.  Sittings at 5:00 & 

6:15 p.m. available. 

It is recommended that you call for reservations at 648-9306! 


